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BAR BRIEFS
PRESIDENT'S PAGE.
My circular letter already indicated the printing difficulties
we met in issuing this first Quarterly, which should have been
mailed in January. We are just two months behind time. The
printer's promises for the next few issues are not encouraging,
but we will do the best we can.
We hope this first issue will be favorably received. Bar members will recognize that the Editorial Committee is widely separated for the present and thus makes its task more difficult. With
financial aid almost established, this situation can probably be adjusted and we should in time have a coverage of material to meet
the general requirements and demands of the Bar. The Editorial
Committee deserves appreciation for its efforts which it has voluntarily donated to our association. It asks for your suggestions
and comments so that the Quarterly will reflect the material that
members most desire. Please do not hestiate to submit your ideas.
Our Legislative and Judiciary Committees, as well as other
members of our Bar who participated in the association activities
during the Legislative Session, have accomplished results far better than we had anticipated. To name some: We were 'successful
in bringing about an already long over due increase in the salaries
of Judges in the Supreme and District Courts; a number of procedural statutes including reduction of the number of publications in actions; the shortening of time for dosing estates; the
correlating of the 1945 and 1947 Session Laws with the 1943
Code, (this may also result in the improvement of the index, with
further study to -be given the matter later) ; There were several
other Procedural Statutes passed. We were also instrumental in
having enacted the so called "Mercy Fund" and last but not least
the bill providing for the increase of filing fees, by $2.50 in the
District and Probate Courts, the increase to be set over to the
Association, pursuant to the provisions of the bill.
I already had occasion to write to you regarding the measure
last named. It is the one that Senator W. H. Shure of Fargo suggested and is in accordance with the California plan. In my opinion, this 'bill will be the making of our organization and will enable
us to perform the functions and duties that the law contemplates.
Many abuses were previously permitted merely
because the association did not have a year round functioning
organization, all due to lack of finances. Under this new bill, we
should derive sufficient revenue so that we can curb many of these
evils, and carry on other activities for the general improvement
of the Bench and Bar.
The success of our Legislative program is due largely to the
efforts of the members of the Bar serving in both the Senate and
the House. In the Senate we had the very active support of Senator W. H. Shure of Fargo and Senator Carroll E. Day of Grand
Forks. The latter was chairman of the Senate Judiciary committee.
In the House, Speaker Vernon M. Johnson was extremely
helpful in all matters; Judge F. J. Graham of Ellendale and Rep.
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Manfred R. Ohnstad of West Fargo constantly looked after matters pertaining to our interest. Col. Clair F. Brickner of Fargo
and Rep. Roy A. Holand of LaMoure, likewise were most cooperative. Other members of the Bar who were not members of the
Legislature, but worked diligently and with marked success, (and
with considerable loss of time from their offices) are Alvin C.
Strutz, Georg F. Shafer, A. R. Bergeson and R. G. Beede. Much
credit is also due Geo. S. Register and Clifford Jansonius.
For the convenience of the members of our Bar, I am having
duplicated the emergency measures that were passed at the last
Session. As soon as the last emergency measure has been signed
by the Governor, the material will be completed and a copy mailed
to each member of the Bar.
Sincerely yours,
H. A. MACKOFF,
President.

